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Abstract

In the Khitai’s epitaphs written in large scripts, there are many words transliterated from the Chinese,
which fall into two categories: the first are a group of words which are specially used to transliterate
Chinese words, the second are those words which can both be used in transliteration and the Khitans. The
values of the two types of words are somewhat different: the former is based on the pronunciation of the
Chinese characters, but that does not mean they are identical to the Chinese, for “proximate substitution”
is a frequent phenomenon in transliteration; while the latter is based on the pronunciation of the Khitans
words, which, when function in transliteration, take the form of “temporary orthography”. By making clear
the value sources of two types of words, it would be possible to restore the original form of the Chinese
language used in the communication with the Khitans. According to the author’s interpretation of the
Khitai’s large script, this paper points out that the Chinese in the Liao dynasty are: (1) the appearance of
the second-class medial “i” ; (2)the separation between the two final of “i / i””; (3) the ending of abrupt

[ 1)

tone was condensed to “-p”.

Keywords :epitaph in Khitai large scripts,northern Chinese in the Liao era,final,entering tone ending,initial
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